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INTRODUCTION

The Italian precursors of agro-ecology were the agronomists Pietro Cuppari, professor at Pisa
University and Girolamo Azzi, professor at Perugia University; more recently, stands out the
scientific activity of Fabio Caporali, professor at the Tuscia University of Viterbo, Paolo Barberi
professor at Uni versity S aSalvabofenCeccareblif autRor @monga n d
others of important studies on the agro-ecology and alternative (participatory) methods of Plant
Breeding.

Pr

With his studies, Pietro Cuppari was in 1862t he f i rst to consider a farm

up of interacting parts to be organized harmonically under physical, biological, technological and

economical constraints.

Agro-ecology is considered today a transdisciplinary field of enquiry that is capable of changing

our common vision of both agriculture and society (Caporali).
Organic farming, at present, is the main driver of agro-ecological research in Italy.

Agro-ecology in Italy is inherently connected to the development of organic farming, therefore this
report provides an overview of this sector, with a special focus on the new territorial approach
(bio-districts/Eco-Regions).

The Bio-districts experience, originated in the year 2004 by AIAB Campania in Cilento area

(Province of Salerno, Italy), is today spreading across the country.

The Bio-districts (or Eco-regions) are in line with the Organic 3.0 model, more holistic and

dynamic.

The Italian Ministry of Agriculture introduced the agro-ecological approach and the bio-districts
experiences in the National Action Plan for organic farming, approved the 24" of March
2016.
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DEFINITION OF AGROBLCOGY

In Italy two of the precursors of agro-ecology were the agronomists Pietro Cuppari (1816-1870),
professor at Pisa University (famous for his studies on the farm as agroecosystem?) and
Girolamo Azzi (1885-1969), professor at Perugia University, the founder of the agrarian ecology?.

The pioneering work of Cuppari was later re-assessed and expanded by Alfonso Draghetti with

a seminal book entitled Principles of physiology of a farm (1948)2. Mor e recentl y, s
stands out the scientific activity of Fabio Caporali, professor at the Tuscia University of Viterbo;

in 2015 he publ i shed t he i Hof sdraeeolpgy and dtheony eof e |
agroecos?lystemso

According to the most recent Italian studies, the Agro-ecology is the application of the
ecological science and principles to agricultural systems. It involves various approaches

and dimensions, such as environmental, economic, ethical and social aspects.

Agro-ecology is considered today a transdisciplinary field of enquiry that is capable of
changing our common vision of both agriculture and society®.

AEcol ogy studies t he r elnsmdandtiserenvponnieet inwhieh theyl i v
develop. This necessarily entails reflection and debate about the conditions required for the life

and survival of society, and honesty needed to question certain models of development,
production and consumptiono

fit cannot be emphasized enough how everything is interconnected. Time and space are not
independent of one another, and not even atoms or subatomic particles can be considered in
isolation. Just as the different aspects of the planet T physical, chemical and biological i are
interrelated, so too living species are part of a network which we will never fully explore and

understand. A good part of our genetic code is shared by many living beings. It follows that the

i nce

opme

ing

I&AAET #APT OATE j TPZXqh OEAOOI #OPPAOE DOAADOOOTI OA AAI 1 6

editore
2Girolamo Azzi (1928), Ecologia agraria, Unione tipografieditrice torinese
3 Alfonso Draghetti (1948), Principi di fisiologia dSIAUE AT AA ACOAOEAh "T111c¢ci Ah ) OOEOO
4 Fabio Caporali (2015), History and development of agroecology and theory of agroecosystgmis. O, Ax AT A
' COTAATT T CUS j-1T1OAAGOT -8R " Oi1 Ced Splinger 08h $E " AT AAAOC

5 Fabio Caporali (2010), Agroecology as a transdisciplinary science for a sustainable agriculture. In "Biodiversity,
Biofuels, Agroforestry and Conservation Agriculture" (Lichtfouse, E , Ed-},11 Springer.
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fragmentation of knowledge and the isolation of bits of information can actually become a form of

ignorance, unl ess they are intégrated into

fiWhen we speak of the environment, what we really mean is arelationship existing between
nature and the society which lives in it. Nature cannot be regarded as something separate

from ourselves or as a mere setting in which we live. We are part of nature, included in it and thus

in constant ihteraction with ito
It i's now necessar ylintegoal Bnooge: ernvioowraentdlsecanomicfiand
social®.

Agroecology in Italy is inherently connected to the development of organic farming, therefore this
report provides an overview of this sector, with a special focus on the new territorial approach
(Bio-districts/Eco-Regions).

..... O “ A

RS G
Bio-District ADMINISTRATIONS
=

science

UNIVERSITIES AND
RESEARCH/TRAINING Multilevel governance
CENTERS

In a Bio-district the promotion of organic productions is inextricably linked with the promotion of

the land and its special characteristics. So, it can be fully realized its economic, social and cultural
potential.

The Bio-districts experience, originated in the year 2004 by AIAB Campania in Cilento area
(Province of Salerno, Italy), is today spreading across the country. At present 15 Bio-districts are
operating in 10 regions (Campania, Calabria, Latium, Marche, Tuscany, Liguria, Piedmont,
Trentino Alto Adige, Lombardy, Sicily). In 2014 was established the International Network of Eco-

EuroEducATE
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Regions (Bio-districts), based in Rome.

The Bio-districts are in line with the Organic 3.0 model, more holistic and dynamic.

Bi-oi strict is aregitondaeory owfith s@umo profit associ
ent er pri s efsooadn df aargmeor s , citizens/ consumer s, even a
t r agdreo ulpscpaulbl i ¢ administrations, nati onal and reg
commerci al, touristic and cultural enterprises, :

They act according the priamncicp lperso dauncd mméni londda rcabfn ¢
agrecol ogy.

Each-dBisad rict is marked by I|lifestyle, nutrition, h
productions are more valwuable and typically <char
mar ket .
The productions
the 1link betw " ese i o

Regions with Bio-district
vocations pr aduac under construction
t echni guesenahraen
by setting in

the stages of
agricultural pr
He

nce the food
areas al so bec

heritage and a
mar k: |l ocal eco
actors become
responsi bl e in
of nat ur al and
resources, whi c
to sever al serc e
touri sm, commer
awareness has
SNSICILIA

mobilisation an >
of local resout Bio-districts in Italy
mo st of al | t b (Source IN.N.E.R.)

20
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agricul tural s yfsotoedmsi nadnuds ttroy .agr o

An integrated approach of stuesd al yrchihd t8riidcetv.e | Tolpane ahit
actors are involved for shared purposes: the impr
| ocal popul ation and the reduction of popul ati on
increase of youngn,peampd eofantdhdvoaquda lpirtodducf i agso anodc

|l ivestock premises.

Al so to ensure the consumers safety, a traceable
regulation of tourist £ baoawsgsmthndudgplpdal, ma lbti topdli ev ed
protection, enhance | andscape and natural resourc

ITALIAN BIO-DISTRICTS DATA

MUNICIPALITIES SURFACES
BIO-DISTRICT INVOLVED (N°) b

3.196,00  269.846 400 2.000,00
m 12 600,00 48.000 250 1.300,00
10 428,00 70.000 197 4.266,00

ORGANIC ORGANIC USED
POPULATION OPERATORS AGRIC. AREA
(N°)

(N°) (HA)

Greve in Chianti 1 169,38 14.351 40 300,00
Chianti storico 1 129,00 2.698 40 390,00

1 138,60 7.770 42 192,50
3 30,25 13.102 55 423,00
7 345,00 6.368 94 2.386,00
Valli Valdesi 28 1.350,00 55.000 60 640,00

Il Piceno 18 400,27 54.427 60 600,00

Valle Camonica 10 1.335,00 118.000 20 455,00
TOTAL 123 8.121,50 659.562 1.258 12.952,50

Data not available fothe recent biodistrictsi £ 06 A1l 1 A AAE |, Oo# BMEMDBE-i TAIOP AHIhA A" TADE
(Source IN.N.E.R.)

The -Bi®tricts are therefore a real answer to the

causing massive phenomenon of abandonment of rura
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people in search of better condicteis@en adff elcitfse ban d
i ndustrialized countries and developing countries
i mpoverishment of territory resources, the | oss o
knowl edge.

The practidsas iacft sBiaoe characterized oloyd temd eapgr i ¢
mul tifunction: a set of activities increasing it

energy product i-nmans s()s,o |tah-& aatneda ¢chh-soh goagsof bei shiirledr e

activities as gardening care, kitchen courses in
i mprisoned and drug addicts, direct and farmer ma
the | andscape preservation.

The mul tif dnccutlitourrael deaegmo n sftaramerss ,t hian adgdiot i on t ¢
producti on, i ncreasingly important in the future,
the hydro geol ogical bal ance, the | andlscmp,e,| madlu
cul t ur e a nltisah overall approachrtosthe farm management: the agro-food production,

that combines best environmental practices, a high level of biodiversity, preservation of natural

resources and the application of high level animal welfare standards, as well as production

methods following the responsive preferences of a growing part of consumers for products

obtained from natural substances and processes.

The development processes in the Bio-distr i ct s6 territories focus ther
features, latent factors of development and topics of great significance, also linked to the

considerable potential of the hidden resources existing in these areas.

I n this way it i Dypbs £i @minat hkadetrma kteoire \ejs |, acting o
factors and tryi ng otood ipmpordouvcet ilooncsala nadgroot her econo
the transports, the use of renewabl e-h®ewer gioes nvers
iducation at all l evel s, of fering health service
giving everybody access to the new I nformation an
all, promoting aatbhyel desbal oguaeniiéemmeaen aissoci at i o
sector.

This | ast issue is perhaps the most significant:

social dialogue, direct commercialisation, by giwv
can creatred gmowteemml oyment, at the same time enric
of economy of development joints together sustain
The constitution of the I N.N.E.R. assocdiast minct ot
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from one side strengthening t toopdiasatiaemgy nf oprl

devel opment and continuous i nnovathndn,exwhahge of
information and experiences; on the other side s
pol icapadi ty at | ocal , national and international
Operationally these goal s aldsiostme ectt st tfeo rc ot sinkel eyrecaer
T To increase the qualityt bhrfouagrhg afnurat enpes a dunshet iaonid
i nnov,atbhynt he building of net works with | FOAM |

Agriculture Movement) and the development of pro
technol ogies together with the protectiodhs of ec:
for the management of pests, diseases and weeds
energy consumption of the greenhouses,; i mprovem
energy,; coexistence ofbiordgparnical faaicapniqees fostimd s o n
processing of organic food by creating a virtuous circle of dissemination and exchange of

information, knowledge and experiences.

T To improve and smuletnigldevweelr ntggmwed ¢ ci epen and acti
participataeademy ;tHeacdil i tate soci al dialog on re
natural resources used (water footprint and biod
and ani mal wel fare.

f To involve all ared rddompetiastureeaneot 8e undertaken p
which enabl e, in fact, a greater food security,
easier access for the small workers to the org

context of rules fouctEshet cermoféeciatiion woér photdo

certification to improve the territorial traceatlt

T Finalplryomatoe and i mpl einretndr rmaattii omaslf od o d fheer astpirem d

t he -dBisat ricts networil,ertioulselipnbadlaniceg toliet he c

that, together with some advantages, also produc
a serious decay of the environmhmeing Itihrma dfhr a@at i
compl ement amy etlgo aaed mul til ater al agreements amo
security and the high quality of organic produc

The |1 N. N. E. R. net wor k wtolrkma ttihowodurgpdhutphsei ptaet li icmpad

representatives odi starcihcta:dher ent Bi o
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Ecoour,y smo enhance and i mproxve sthectqgquabutystoifc tc

i nnovative integration among natural tamrdalcuh ¢ uirtad c
and wide choice of hospitality, the i mprovement o
cul tur e, traditions and | ocal knowl edge, and of n

Agrfoood systteomsi mprove the commcewdt ioomnofoft hex delpli el
Bi-oi stricts -Wothl thedekbdoraign markets and with <co
urban areas, through new channels and commerci al

sensitive to tehmeinrt sgr den imrcacwrse the responsi bil

soci al actors in exploiting and preserving natur é
integration between primary producti on, transfor
i mpvreo t he distribution of itsfadmed value in suppo
Enertgoy support the creation and to secure |l ocal <c¢h
of technological trends of energy syst etmso nasn da nbdy
nati onal e X p eHEnergyssavingc and the preduction of renewable sources are

encouraged, as well as the sustainable exploitation of biomass, favouring investments dedicated
to energy conversion;t he c¢cl osure of the pooduegtcil @, amddc ahseu

business systems for the treatment and energy proc

ani mal wast e, are also fostered.

Soci al i,ncilrusorodcder to deal with the issuablodd agr.
people, imprisoned, drug addicts, immigrants and
order to facilitate integration into the | ocal co

new forms of wel far e.

As highlighted before the Bio-districts are in line with the Organic 3.0 model, more holistic

and dynamic.

Organic 1.0: yesterday i the pioneers,
Organic 2.0: today i business and regulations,

Organic 3.0: future 7 feeding the world sustainably - shift of conventional agriculture
in the direction of organic agriculture and agro-ecology. From exclusion to inclusion,
encouraging aggregation and relations with the other actors of the territories (as in the
case of Bio-districts/Eco-regions).

Conventional can learn from organic!

Euro-EducATE



#1 A culture of innovation

#2 Continuous improvement towards best practice
#3 Diverse ways to ensure fransparent integrity

#4 Inclustve of wider sustainability interests

#5 Holistic empowerment from farm to final consumer
#6 True value and fair pricing

2.0 Sustainable Food&
Farming Systems

<]
L €C LOGy.

BEST
PRACTICE

Ajen jonpBoig

Visualization of the five dimensions and 20
criteria fr om Quidetne forB
Agriculture anid IFRAW |
Organics International.

fOrganic 1.0 was started by our numerous pioneers, who observed the problems with the
direction that agriculture was taking at the end of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20"

century and saw the need for a radical change.

Organic 2.0 started in the 1970s when the writings and agricultural systems developed by our

pioneers were codified into standards and then later into regulatory systems.

Organic 3.0 is the third phase of the organic movement i the next paradigm. Organic 3.0 is about
bringing organic out of a niche into the mainstream and positioning organic systems as part of the
multiple solutions needed to solve the tremendous challenges faced by our planet and our
species. It is about developing the new collective vision for the organic sector and about actively
engaging with major global issuesa

(André Leu, President IFOAM Organics International, Urs Niggli, Chair SOAAN, 2015).

EuroEducATE




PUBLIC POLICIES

In ITtaly there isndt a reeologyplbuathe opgamcgsecitomshewsof Agr
concrete agro-ecological solutions for agriculture and food systems. The current discussion

is on the CAP & organic legal framework aimed at improving knowledge of rural actors about

support offered under the new RDPs (Rural Development Programmes 2014-2020) for the

development of organic farming as well as the agro-ecological approach.

In Italy there are 21 RDPs approved by EU, for a total amount of 1.689 millions of euro of public

support for the organic farming sector, in transition from Organic 2.0 to Organic 3.0.

After the Universal Exhibition "EXPO 2015 Milan", dedicated to the theme "Feeding the Planet,"
Italy developed interesting legislative initiatives and experiments about a cultural advancement in
the field of agro-ecology, also called for by civil society and by peasant movements that gave rise
to the parallel forum called "Expo of Peoples”, attended by 180 delegates from 54 countries

representing 14 international networks.

The Forum ended with the "Food Sovereignty and Agro-ecology document"” aimed at healing
the sick food systems and presenting to the world the 10 big change strategies adopted and
applied by the global networks. These include measures to promote agro-ecology and refuse its

co-option by the industrial food system. Understood as a way of life.

iAgroecology is not a mere set of technologies or
holistic system of food production and processing through direct, fair and short distribution chains

and self-governance. Its practices are based on ecological principles, and drastically reduce

dependence on external inputs. Our strategies to promote agroecology include the promotion of

appropriate health and sanitation regulations, horizontal and inter-generational exchanges of

knowledge, and ensuring recognition of agroecology as a primary solution to climate change. We

will fight corporate and institutional attempts to grab agroecology as a means of promoting GMOs

and other fake solutions to climate changeo.

In continuation of this action, it was formed in Italy the Expo Committee of Peoples pledged to
disclose the contents of the document on the Italian territory (Grand Tour of Expo of Peoples) and
to use the document as an evaluation tool of the Italian and European policies that deal with the
right to food and the transition to more just and sustainable food and agricultural systems post
2015.

Among these activities, the Campaign for the Peasant Agriculture, with the dual purpose of:

Euro-EducATE




(1) inform the public and compare experts about what are the laws and practices that prevent or

promote peasant farming in Italy;

(2) make proposals about new practices, new laws and possible convergences that give them the

space and dignity they deserve.

Among the recent Italian measures that go into agro-ecological direction, we report below

the most significant.

Law no. 221 of 28 December 2015 laying down provisions relating to the environment,

promoting green economy measures and the containment of excessive use of natural resources

The law contains measures for the protection of nature and sustainable development,
environmental assessments, energy, green procurement, waste management and reclamation,
soil conservation and water resources. Article 67 sets up the Committee for Natural Capital, at
the Ministry of Environment and Protection of Land and Sea, and regulates its functions and
composition, in order to ensure the achievement of social, economic and environmental objectives
consistent with the annual financial programming and the state budget. Article 70 delegates the
Government the introduction of remuneration schemes of ecosystem and environmental services
(PSEA), establishing the principles and criteria. With Article 72 comes the "National Strategy of

Green Community", rural and mountain communities that consecrete to sustainability.

Among the pillars of the actions that these communities could undertake: integrated and certified
management of agro-forestry, biodiversity management and certification of the wood industry;
certified integrated management of water resources; production of energy from local renewable
sources; development of sustainable tourism, capable of enhancing local production; construction
and sustainable management; Energy efficiency and intelligent integration of the systems and

networks; Sustainable development of productive activities; integration of mobility services.

It is also set up a new voluntary mark "Green Made in Italy" to indicate and communicate the
environmental footprint of products. Those who buy will give priority to the "kilometer zero"
certificate and to sustainable agricultural and industrial productions. Regulatory changes
reinforced by another important measure called "Connected Agricultural" that opens up new
scenarios of innovation and growth in the agricultural sector with particular regard to future

generations and to the entry of young people in agriculture. It also established the Information

Euro-EducATE
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Law no. 194 of 1%t December 2015 containing provisions for the protection and enhancement

of biodiversity in the interest of food and agriculture.

Also remember that in 2010 Italy adopted a "National Biodiversity Strategy", through which it
aims to integrate the needs of biodiversity with the development and implementation of national

sectoral policies and to define the vision for its preservation until 2020.

We also want to signal an interesting law proposal presented on March 5, 2015 on "Rules for
the protection of the Earth, the recovery and development of abandoned farmlands and
the support of farmers' agricultural activities". This is expressly referred to the great challenge
of EXPO 2015 Milan as an opportunity to share with the people of the whole world experiences,
projects and strategies for healthy food, safe, sustainable and sufficient for everyone. In addition,
it is an opportunity not to be missed to build legislative routes that can sustain and improve our
relationship with the earth and then with agriculture, spreading new awareness and sensitivity
around heritage and values. For this reason the bill is divided into two parts. The first chapter
brings together some of the rules designed to improve the management of land, considered
common good, through the development of forms, including organizational, such as social
promotion associations and interest groups, to improve and to socialize the access to the products

of land and food security.

Chapter Il, within the broader framework of the protection of the Earth, provides for the recognition
and special support to the peasant farming. The peasant agriculture, which is one of the most
significant expressions of family farming, when the latter is related to small size companies, is an
ancient form of cultivation of fields and animal husbandry, which threatened to disappear due to
industrial and intensive agricultural competition. But today peasant agriculture is gaining new
attention on those who would return to the land and on those more attentive consumers of quality
food. Moreover, either when you set it up as a main activity or when you set it up as
supplementary activity, it represents an important resource in terms of self-employment and self-
sustenance. The peasant agriculture was saved where it was able to maintain production and
niche transformations, linked to local traditions, or, in the case of conversion of companies, in
case of organic and biodynamic production. There is still an agriculture sized on rural work and
family economy, oriented towards self and direct sales; an agriculture of low or no environmental
impact, based on a lifestyle choice linked to welfare values, ecology and solidarity. This
agriculture, which is likely to be invisible to the big numbers of the economy, is essential to keep

the land fertile and cared for, especially in the hilly areas, in the mountainous and economically
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disadvantaged and marginal areas. It is an agriculture that in many cases keeps populated rural
areas that would otherwise be abandoned, preserves the natural richness of landscapes,
biodiversity of plants and animals and keeps alive ancient knowledge, techniques and local

productions.

The peasant agriculture, as a phenomenon that constantly evolving, has accompanied human
existence since ancient times, can not only be considered an economic activity, but a real
complex and integrated life dimension. It interacts with ecosystems, the management of the
territories, the expression of socio-cultural realities, whose values and side effects are from an
economic point of view, social and cultural development at least as significant as its strictly
productive aspect.

The possibility of having an income or to supplement your own small income in this era of
economic and employment crisis can be an important contribution to the budget of families,
women, youth, the unemployed, pensioners, either in non-monetary terms with direct production

of useful goods, or in monetary terms with the direct sale of products.

The peasant agriculture can well integrate with other non-agricultural sources of income helping
to bring value and make more desirable the part time jobs available and multiplying, thus, the total

number of available jobs.

The peasant agriculture, moreover, with its active and widespread presence is a decisive element
of defence and protection of the territories, with virtuous and irreplaceable effects on the quality of the
landscape, which in turn has repercussions on tourism, maintenance the hydrogeological
balance, biodiversity, fertile layer of soil conservation, contrasting runoff and erosion; it also has
effects on the preservation and evolution of Italian food and typical food, as a cultural and
educational element useful also to environmental education and food of young people, and as the
ideal environment for the social development of agriculture. The multifaceted character, manifold,
multifunctional and complex peasant agriculture is not adequately recognized by the regulations
that capture, in the best cases, only certain partial aspects isolating them from the richness and

complexity that characterizes it.

In short, an innovative and inclusive vision of the Agro-ecology which integrates with the

landscape and the identity of the territories. Such a vision, for example, is expressed in its state of

excellence, in the territ obyWNESCO a3 &4 madeloandalifiedtylei t 6 s

(Mediterranean Diet) Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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r

e



The general legislative framework is then completed at a regional level, as in the case of the
Campania Region, with the Law approving the Regional Territorial Plan (PTR) with attached
"Guidelines for the Landscape,"” which give concreteness to a new model of agro-ecological
approach in a vision of "perceived landscape, lived and therefore also analysed and understood
in many respects". In other words the PTR shows the landscape in a number of "dimensions",
each of which can have greater or lesser importance depending on the characters, problems and
trends of specific local situations. Historically, this essential polysemy and multidimensionality of
the landscape explains the variety of looks, approaches and theoretical interpretations -
geographical, historical, ecological, aesthetic, anthropological, etc. - developed in various
scientific fields. But, in spite of the recurrent attempts by the different schools of thought, to "steal"
the notion of landscape proposing "exclusive" interpretations, it is only by the interaction of several
readings, from the intersection of knowledge and visions that the complex meaning and holistic
understanding of the landscape is born. It is therefore considered appropriate that the entire path for
the construction of the landscape plan should reflect the same multi-dimensionality of agro-

ecology.

In general, the dimensions to be taken into account for the Campania Region should be at least

four:

A t matural agro-ecological dimension (including the aspects agricultural, ecological,

geomorphological, climatic, etc.);

A t he e-wwtiomahdimension (including the agricultural and forestry aspects, the economy

of rural areas, economic use of natural resources, mobility and transport, etc.);

A the historical and cultural background (i
cultural heritage also intangible aspects, aspects of planning, settlement and infrastructure,

etc.);

A t he smthropalogidalcdimension (including the aspects anthropological, sociological,
semiological, aesthetic, perceptive, etc ..).

"A clearly open vision, to be defined on the basis of local specificities. It is only meant to remind
the inevitably relational and complex nature of the landscape and the need to promote a cross-
knowledge, able to support a basically "integrated management”, which crosses the different

incidents adopted on the territory.
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The different aspects or different dimensions referred to above, in fact, have different weight and
importance at different scales. This transcalarity obviously does not only concern the processes
of knowledge but also the adjustment of the transformation processes, which are expressed by

different evolutionary dynamics, while requiring a total of coherent and integrated policies.

The process of landscape planning cannot ignore the complexity of relationships - which will
enrich and articulate the inter-institutional cooperation in the vertical direction - while respecting
the ownership attributed to the Region by the Code of cultural heritage and landscape".

The Italian Ministry of Agriculture introduced the agro-ecological approach in the National

Action Plan for organic farming, approved the 24" of March 2016.

The Plan includes a set of 10 actions, oriented in the direction of the transition from Organic 2.0
to Organic 3.0.

ACTION 1 - ORGANIC IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS i Development of a coordination
among the different Italian Regions to bring into alignment the application rules of the Rural
Development support measures for organic farming. A particular attention is given to

promoting a specific agro-ecological approach.

ACTION 2 - SUPPLY CHAIN POLICY - Encouraging the aggregation of producers and stable
relations with the other players of the sector, including processors, distributors and

traders, through the implementation of specific association forms.

ACTION 3 - ORGANI C i MADE I N Il TALYO AND I NSTI F
Introduction of a logo for the Italian organic products and promotion of international information

campaigns also through the web.

ACTION 4 - ORGANIC AND GREEN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT - Encouraging the use of organic
products in hospital catering and in school canteens, applying organic agriculture methods also

in the management of public green areas.

ACTION 5 - SIMPLIFICATION OF THE ORGANIC LEGISLATION - A simplification of the rules
governing the sector, involving regional administrations, also following the EU legislation

updating.

ACTION 6 - EDUCATION, INFORMATION AND TRANSPARENCY - Organization of organic

farming training courses at university level and of training courses for high
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school teachers. Strengthening of SINAB (the National Information System on Organic

Farming) services to improve the availability of information on the sector.

ACTION7TAiPAPER L ESSO0-CORIBAERISATIONT Development of SIB - the Italian

Organic Computerised System to facilitate the connection with other databases useful for the

sector, with the aim of simplifying the operators

ACTION 8 - REVIEW OF CONTROL RULES i The aim is to Improve the effectiveness of the

Italian control and certification system, as a guarantee for organic operators and consumers.

ACTION 9 - CONTROL ON IMPORTS i Improvement of control activities on products imported
from third countries also through a deeper involvement of Customs and with the use of
advanced IT tools so to facilitate the rapid exchange of information at all levels.

ACTION 10 - PLAN FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN ORGANIC FARMING i Drawing
up of a national plan for research and innovation in organic farming, establishing a permanent
coordination committee for research in organic and biodynamic farming, involving the institutions

supervised by Mipaaf, the Regions and representatives of the organic sector.

According to the | anest f 8OgBcIhEwers,rintltalyfithiie werd
1,387,913 hectares of organic agricultural land (share of 11.2% of the Italian UAA i Utilized
Agricultural Area) at the end of 2014, and 55,433 organic agricultural holdings (+ 5.8%
compared to 2013).

7 Bio in cifre 2015yublished in February 201&INAR Italian Information System for Organic Farmindnttp://www.sinab.it)
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The Italian Regions with the largest number of organic operators were, at the end of 2014, Sicily
(9,660), Calabria (8,787) and Apulia (6,599). These regions accounted for more than 45% of
the total Italian organic operators.

The largest extension of organic surfaces was also located in these three regions, respectively
with 303,066 hectares in Sicily, 176,998 hectares in Apulia and 160,164 hectares in Calabria. The

organic surface of these three regions accounted for 46% of the national organic surface.

The regions with a higher percentage of organic farmland on total cultivated surfaces were:
Calabria, where the organic surfaces accounted for about 30% of the total areas; followed by
Sicily, with 22%, and Lazio, with 19%.
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Total
operators
31/12/2013 | 31/12/2014

Producers | Producers/ | Processors |Importers

esxclusive| Processors exclusive

TOTAL 42.546 6.104 6.524 259 52.383 55.433 58
SICILIA 8.492 531 625 12 9.888 9.660 2,3
CALABRIA 7.860 680 243 4 7.168 8.787 22,6
PUGLIA 4.803 1.223 563 10 6.254 6.599 55
TOSCANA 2.621 1.063 472 . 3.701 4.156 12,3
o 2.678 327 816 55 3.718 3.876 4,2
LAZIO 2.607 269 363 8 3.220 3.247 08
SARDEGNA 2.233 100 74 - 2.228 2.407 8,0
MARCHE 1.707 263 211 6 2.162 2.187 12
PIEMONTE 1.361 294 424 41 1.998 2.120 6,1
CAMPANI 1.474 190 343 9 1.923 2.016 48
VENETO 942 276 619 43 1.804 1.880 4,2
LOMBARDIA 725 243 697 35 1.725 1.700 1,4
ABRUZZO 1.074 179 204 4 1.448 1.461 0,9
BASILICATA 1.047 96 81 1 1.166 1.225 51
UMBRIA 891 183 137 6 1.203 1.217 12
PA BOLZANO 830 8 247 7 1.092

1.644 6,1
PA TRENTO 534 - 116 2 652
L YRR 220 87 128 6 417 441 5.8
LIGURIA 207 59 113 10 385 389 1,0
MOLISE 165 24 41 . 238 230 3,4
VALLE DO/ 75 9 7 - 93 91 -2,2

In 2014, the main organic productions in Italy were fodder, pastures and cereals, followed by
surfaces under olive growing. Even for livestock production, distinguished on the basis of the main
farmed species, the data show a substantial increase on 2013, in particular for pigs (+ 15.2%)
and poultry (+ 13.9%); slight drop only for cattle and horses. The performance of holdings
engaged in organic aquaculture sector also was quite good: in 2014 they grew up to 41. The

regional breakdown of organic aquaculture holdings saw a greater concentration in Veneto and
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According to the Italian Institute of Services for the Agricultural and Food Market (ISMEA)
estimates, the domestic market (off-trade) of organic products in Italy showed a value of
more than 2.1 billion euros. The estimate does not include the turnover linked to the on-trade
channel, related to sales undertaken by catering, bars and food services. Modern Distribution
(hypermarkets, supermarkets, discount stores) and specialized stores, including small, medium
and large surfaces, moved a total of more than 75% of the turnover of this segment. Always
according to Ismea estimates, Modern Trade, in particular, presented a retail sales value of over
855 million euro, with about 40% share. Specialized store sales reached a volume of about 761
million euro, equivalent to 35.5% of the entire value of the organic retail market. The remaining
channels are accredited by ISMEA estimates of an overall incidence of almost 25%, represented
for 10% by small farmer markets, direct sales, purchasing groups and e-commerce, for 8.9% by
traditional shops and for 5.1% from pharmacies. An almost negligible 0.6% was the overall share
of health food stores and drugstores.

Pharmacies Healt food Stores and
Traditional shops 5,1% drugstores

8,9% 0,6%

Large scale retail
39,9%

Small farmer markets, direct
sales, purchasing groups, e /
commerce /

10,0%

Medium-small
specialized 20,8%

Large specialized
14,7%
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RESEARCH

Organic farming is the main driver of agro-ecological research in Italy.

Besides the incentives that the Rural Development Programmes provide for the research, an
Italian Finance Act edited in 2000 (L. 12/23/1999 no. 488) established a fund for research on
organic and quality agriculture. The fund was aimed at financing every year national and regional
research programs in the field of organic farming, as well as on the theme of safety and
healthiness of food. The fund, fed by a 2% contribution based on the previous year's turnover of
companiesd6 sales of pesticides and synthet
Agriculture. It finances a number of research activities among which the European program
CORE Organic (Coordination of European Transnational Research in Organic Food and
Farming Systems). It is part of the ERA-NET activities, which are coordinating and supporting
activities part of the EU Research Framework Programme (http://www.coreorganic.org/). The
Sinab (Italian Information System on Organic Agriculture) regularly reports on the research and
experimentation projects launched as part of this fund (www.sinab.it).

In September 2015t he | nt er nat i AgradcoloQyfarfOeganecrAgrecultiire in the

Mediterranean0 was hel d in Vignola (Modena), with

scientific dialogue, information exchange and dissemination of knowledge and innovation in the

field of AiMedi t erranean Agroecology and or geeaological

research and organic farming innova'teditomowas The

organized by IFOAM AgriBioMediterraneo, established in Vignola in 1990 as a regional

departmentofthei | nt er nati onal Feder atMowmentdlFOAR) gani c

CREA 1 The Council for Agricultural Research and Analysis of Agricultural Economics.
Consists of 12 Centers, of which 6 related to specific areas and 6 related to
the supply chain. "Research for organic and biodynamic farming: an
overview" was the title of the workshop organized in January 2016 by
CREA, which saw the participation of most of the Italian institutions and
researchers involved in the sector. During the meeting the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Forestry announced the launch of the National Strategic Plan for the development of the
Italian organic farming system, which foresees the drafting of a national plan for research and
innovation in organic farming and the establishment of a standing committee for the overall

coordination of research in organic and biodynamic farming, with the involvement of institutions
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